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God Acyutanatha came to know of his plight, and
ordered: Manibhadra, the king of Yakshas, to protect
Bhavishya and lead him back safely to Gajapura. When
Bhavishya awoke from his sleep, he heard words directing
him to go to a house where his future wife awaited him.
He followed the direction, and found a lovely maiden,
'whose limbs, visible through her filmy dress, slyly laughed
at him'. She slowly overcame her shyness, and besought
him to take her away before the demon, who had made the
city lifeless, destroyed him. Bhavishya narrated to her his
own story ; was convinced that they were made for each
other ; and offered marriage to her. The girl expressed
willingness to accept him.

On hearing this, the son of Pankajas'ri (Bhavishya), gifted with
good manners and well-bom, smiled, and said, "Oh long- eyed one ! What you
say is right I am myself amazed. Though deserted by my own relatives
and kinsmen, I was led to you in this way, no doubt, by my good luck. The
traders with whom I came left me alone in the forest ; and as I wandered
from place to place, I saw your house. Drive all your fears away. Have
no fears, daughter of a good merchant You are well-born; I, son of a
merchant, am led to you in this desert by fate. Now, everything will soon be
well.

The young lady trembled with excitement, and, straight-
way, ' was pierced with the arrows of the god of love'.
The girl "with tremulous eyes', though overpowered by
bashfulness which showed her graces to advantage, was
bold ; and quite modern. She asked, " Why don't you do
what is imminent?"

But she did  not yet know  the   man's   character.
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